Lions Hope for Haiti has mobilized more than US$1.5 million to
date. Lions Hope for Haiti is Lions and LCIF working together
to provide relief and hope for the people of Haiti. Donations are
continuing to pour in from individuals, clubs and districts.

LCIF is working directly with Lions of Haiti as well as Lions in
neighboring countries to assess the immediate needs and also
develop a long-term reconstruction plan. An initial truckload of
relief supplies has been transported by Dominican Republic
Lions to Haitian Lions and Leos, and supplies were distributed
to an orphanage and hospital. A second supply of goods will
distributed in the coming days by Lions. Two hundred tents are
being set up for victims and relief workers to establish three
Lions tent city.
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“Hola, soy Tina del Club de Liones,” was the
Spanish phrase spoken by Secretary Lion Tina
Villanueva that introduced the Lions Club to a new
part of the Alvin community. This December, the
Alvin Evening Lions showed what the Heart of a
Lion is all about.

December began with the Winds of a New Begin-
ning Food and Toy Drive. This food and toy drive
has its roots deep in Alvin. It started back in 1992
when two future Lions Club members, Ricky
Duran and Louis Garza, teamed up to put together
a food drive while they were still attending Alvin
High School. With the support of the school and
many friends, the event caught on and has helped
countless people in the community.

This year, the club teamed up with the Alvin Police
Department’s Blue Santa program. All of the toys
collected went to Blue Santa. All of the food do-
nated went to the Alvin Community Food Pantry.
The Lions collected an estimated 200 pounds of
food and $500 in cash donations. Santa and Mrs.
Claus were at the event to take pictures with the
children as well. Christmas music was played
over the PA system to attract as much attention as
possible and it did. People came up to get pic-
tures with Santa and decided to donate money
while they were there. The Lions gave out Alvin
Music Festival T-shirts, lanyards, and informa-
tional flyers about the club and the Texas Lions
Camp.

On December 17, Alvin Blue Santa held their an-
nual Christmas party to hand out the bicycles and
toys to children in need. In lieu of their second
December meeting, the Alvin Evening Lions Club
opted to help with this event. “It was amazing and
heartwarming to see the children’s faces light up
as they received their toys that were made avail-
able to them because of our toy drive,” stated Lion
President Karmen Garza.

On December 19, the Alvin Evening Lions Club
made Christmas a little brighter for families in
need with children with special needs. The Lions
teamed up with Brazoria County Ass’n for Citizens
with Handicaps to provide a Christmas dinner for
these families. The Lions delivered boxes con-
taining all the items needed to make a home-
cooked Christmas dinner. The boxes also inclu-

ded small stockings filled with treats and toys for
the children and informational fliers for the par-
ents.

These events gave the Lions a great opportunity
to meet the public face to face and answer ques-
tions about the work of the Lions. Many parents
spoke Spanish, so Lions Tina Villanueva and
Louis Garza had to brush up on their bilingual
skills. “I struggled a bit with my Spanish,” said
Lion Louis, “but with my vest on, the people knew
exactly what | wanted to say.”

Lion Karmen Garza summed it all up. “Overall,
this month was an extraordinary service month for
many clubs, | am sure. | feel truly blessed to be a
part of an organization that has the opportunity to
serve people in the ways that we do. | pray that
all Lions Clubs continue to feel the sense of ur-
gency to help people in need all year long, like
they do during the holidays. | plan to try to be
mindful of people in need and seek out new op-
portunities to serve in ways | may not have in the
past. Thisis my New Year’s resolution this year.”
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Agenda

FRIDAY APRIL 16, 2010

3:00 PM Arrival and Check into cabins/units. Gete  vent syllabus (AO)

5:30 PM Reception in Dining Hall (light snacks, wa  ter, soft drinks)

6:00 PM Take flatbed to Inspiration Point for even  ing gathering, mixer and food
6:30 PM Inspiration BBQ dinner [Chef Bence Reyes]

Campfire Chat (Ponder, Anderson, Runnels)
9:00 PM Return to main campus/evening on own in Ke  rrville
(participants use own transportation)
SATURDAY APRIL 17, 2010
7:00 AM Breakfast in Dining Hall
8:00 AM DM self care update (new diabetes technolo  gies,
medications, prep for PG, etc...)
8:45 AM Recreational activity 1 [Professional danc  ing classes in Rec Hall]
10:15 AM Snacks
10:30 AM Recreational activity 2 [Challenge Course  /Team Building]

12:15 PM Lunch in Dining Hall (sit with faculty fo  r informal discussion groups)
1:15 PM Attention to psych health: depression, eat  ing disorders, DM burn out

(faculty: Anderson, Ponder)
2:15 PM Activity 3 [Diabetes fact or fiction/game show parody format]

(faculty: Runnels, Ponder)
4:00 PM Pool Time/Relax [Pool] Informal conversati  ons with faculty experts
6:15 PM Dinner at Picnic Area (Informal faculty di ~ scussions)
7:15 PM Dance in Rec. Hall (DJ, mixed modern ballr  oom, rock and roll, and C&W format)
9:00 PM Free time - On your own (in town)

SUNDAY APRIL 18, 2010

8:00 AM Breakfast in Dining Hall

9:00 AM Activity 1 [advanced diabetes managementt echniques/GCMS] [Dining Hall]
10:00 AM Activity 2 [Stump the Experts Q&A all fac  ulty] [Dining Hall

11:30 AM Wrap up/Brief Evaluation and Check out [P ONDER

12:00 PM Adjourn

Let’'s ALL support this weekend retreat. Let the fo rmer
campers and families know about the event and even help
those who need help with fees.
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